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The demand for oil to light and lubricate the industrial world changed the face of much of the planet Newfoundland 
was part of this widespread transformation as migratory cod fishermen settled here in the early 1800s in order to hunt 
seals in late winter and early spring The seal fishery brought prosperity and growth and shaped this new society but 
seal hunters and their families paid a heavy human cost in lives lost and suffering experienced The traditional oil indu 
In this absorbing study Dr Shannon Ryan provides for the Newfoundland sealing industry what his 1986 Fish Out 
Water did for the saltfish trade The Ice Hunter is suberb resource history as well as the history of a society and its 
people and their identity i 
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