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By Egerton Castle : Schools and Masters of Fencing: From the Middle Ages to the Eighteenth Century (Dover 
Military History, Weapons, Armor)  1 i celebrate myself and sing myself and what i assume you shall assume for 
every atom belonging to me as good belongs to you i loafe and invite my soul one of the largest old established 
sources of antique and vintage swords arms armour and military books in europe Schools and Masters of Fencing: 
From the Middle Ages to the Eighteenth Century (Dover Military History, Weapons, Armor): 

3 of 3 review helpful Good but flawed By Michael L McQuown I first heard of this book as an afternote in the novel 
The Devil In Velvet by John Dickson Carr many years ago It is an extremely interesting history of many of the teacher 
and schools of swordsmanship as titled Where it goes wrong is Castle s assertion that the whole of past theory and 
practice culminated in sport fencing as the ultimate refinement of the ar The standard reference on historical 
swordsmanship since its 1885 publication this volume is still widely considered the definitive work on fencing history 
and the art of European swordsmanship The author Egerton Castle traces fencing from its roots in the unschooled 
brawling of the Middle Ages to its latter day precision and refinement focusing particularly on the 16th century 
development of the rapier and the weapon s popularity in Renaissance Italy where It 
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