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3 of 3 review helpful Speaking for voices not heard By Amy Blizzard The Estuary s Gift is a beautiful and poignant 
expression of the connections between people and the coastal environment Through eight delightfully written essays 
Griffith entertains and educates in a poetic lyrical style that draws the reader into a world that few of us know Griffith 
teaches the reader about North Carolina s rich history in commerc A coastal region s oldest inhabitants particularly 
families of watermen and commercial fishers often possess the deepest knowledge about a region and its ecological 
problems Because of this assaults on watermen lifeways and commercial fishing families mdash whether from 
organized recreational interests real estate developers or public policy makers mdash reduce the cultural and biological 
diversity of the coast and often upset the delicate environmental balance ldquo Griffith offers a wonderful timely book 
for those concerned about loss mdash not only the deterioration of the estuaries and ecological systems but loss of 
community way of life and livelihood and control of the political process rdquo mdash P 
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